
ESTHER 

King Xerxes held a seven-day banquet displaying his wealth. He ordered Queen Vashti to display her beauty 

before his drunken guests. She refused and was banished. He then sought another queen among the beautiful 

girls who were brought to the citadel of Susa. 

There was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin, named Mordecai who had been carried into 

exile from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. Mordecai had a cousin named Esther whom he 

had brought up because she had neither father nor mother.  

Esther also was taken to the king's palace and entrusted to Hegai, who had charge of the harem. She did not 

reveal her nationality and family background, because Mordecai had forbidden her to do so. Every day 

Mordecai walked back and forth near the courtyard of the harem to find out how Esther was and what was 

happening to her.  

When the turn came for Esther to go to the king, she won the favor of everyone who saw her. The king was 

attracted to Esther more than to any of the other women, and she won his favor. So, he set a royal crown on 

her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.  

During the time Mordecai was sitting at the king's gate, Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's officers who 

guarded the doorway, became angry and conspired to assassinate King Xerxes. Mordecai found out about 

the plot and told Queen Esther, who in turn reported it to the king, giving credit to Mordecai. The two 

officials were hanged. All this was recorded in the book of the annals in the presence of the king.  

After these events, King Xerxes honored Haman elevating him and giving him a seat of honor higher than 

that of all the other nobles. All the royal officials at the king's gate knelt down and paid honor to Haman, 

for the king had commanded this concerning him. But Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor. 

When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor, he was enraged. Yet having 

learned who Mordecai's people were, he scorned the idea of killing only Mordecai. Instead, Haman looked 

for a way to destroy all Jews. Haman said to King Xerxes, “There is a certain people dispersed and scattered 

among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom whose customs are different from those of all other 

people and who do not obey the king's laws; it is not in the king's best interest to tolerate them. If it pleases 

the king, let a decree be issued to destroy them.” 

An edict was sent by couriers to all the king's provinces with the order to destroy, kill and annihilate all the 

Jews — young and old, women and little children — on a single day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth 

month, the month of Adar, and to plunder their goods.  

When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes, and went 

out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly. When Esther heard about Mordecai, she was in great distress. 

She sent Hathach out to Mordecai to find out the cause of his distress. Mordecai told him everything that 

had happened to him and gave him a copy of the edict for their annihilation to Esther and told him to urge 

her to go into the king's presence to beg for mercy and plead with him for her people. She sent word to 

Mordecai saying, "All the king's officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man or 

woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being summoned by the king has but one law: 

that he be put to death. The only exception to this is for the king to extend the gold scepter to him and spare 

his life. But thirty days have passed since I was called to go to the king." Mordecai sent back this answer: 

“Do not think that because you are in the king's house you alone of all the Jews will escape. For if you 



remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your 

father's family will perish. Who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?”  

Esther asked Mordecai to gather all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three 

days, night or day. I and my maids will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though 

it is against the law, saying if I perish, I perish. 

So, Esther approached and touched the tip of the scepter.  Then the king asked, “What is it, Queen Esther? 

What is your request?” “If it pleases the king,” replied Esther, “let the king, together with Haman, come 

today to a banquet I have prepared for him.” The king said bring Haman at once so that we may do what 

Esther asks. The king and Haman went to the banquet Esther had prepared. The king again asked Esther 

her request, but instead of answering, she invited them to a second banquet them to come tomorrow to 

another banquet.   

Haman went out that day happy and in high spirits. But when he saw Mordecai at the king's gate and 

observed that he neither rose nor showed fear in his presence, he was filled with rage against Mordecai.  

Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself but had gallows built, seventy-five feet high on which to hang 

Mordecai. That night the king could not sleep; so, he ordered the Book of the Chronicles and found that 

Mordecai had not been honored for exposing Bigthana and Teresh assassination plan. King Xerxes asked 

Haman what should be done for the one he delights to honor.  Haman’s reply was to have him put on a 

royal robe, have a royal crest placed on his head and be led by a noble prince through the city streets on the 

king's horse proclaiming before him, ‘This is what is done for the man the king delights to honor!’ Xerxes 

told Haman to get the robe and the horse for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the king's gate. So, Haman got 

the robe and the horse. He robed Mordecai, and led him on horseback through the city streets, proclaiming 

before him, "This is what is done for the man the king delights to honor!”  

At the second banquet as they were drinking wine the king again asked, “Queen Esther, what is your 

petition?” She answered, “If I have found favor with you, O king, and if it pleases your majesty, grant me 

my life — this is my petition. Spare my people — for I and my people have been sold for destruction, 

slaughter and annihilation.” King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, “Who is he? Where is the man who has dared 

to do such a thing?” Esther said, “The adversary and enemy is this vile Haman.” The king left in a rage. 

But Haman, realizing that the king had already decided his fate, stayed behind to beg Queen Esther for his 

life. Just as the king returned from the palace garden to the banquet hall, Haman was falling on the couch 

where Esther was reclining. The king exclaimed, “Will he even molest the queen while she is with me in 

the house?” So, Haman was hung on the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai.  

The king issued another edict that granted the Jews in every city the right to assemble and protect 

themselves. Mordecai left the king's presence wearing royal garments of blue and white, a large crown of 

gold and a purple robe of fine linen. Mordecai was second in rank to King Xerxes, preeminent among the 

Jews, and held in high esteem by his many fellow Jews because he and Esther allowed God to use them to 

save His people. 

Key Points from Esther 

➢ Mordecai confronted evil by speaking  

➢ Mordecai and Esther allowed God to use them to save His people. 

➢ Esther risked her life to do God’s will.  

➢ What do we risk to do God’s will? 


